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Movimiento de Seglares Claretianos
Secretaria General

Seville, February 25, 2004

Dear brothers and Ssters,

At the beginning of the Lent time, an ided time for revisng our lifes and the course of
our groups'commnunities, | send you a very cordid greeting on behdf of the Claretian Lays
Generd Coundil.

Lent is converson time, of turning towards our Father. Lent is a time for discovering
God in so many despised brothers, forgotten, opressed. It isatime of judtice, truth, liberation.

Lent is time of desert, but desert indgde the noise and the world, insgde the sn and the
infaithfulness, ingde the people. It is there where we are invited, as Claretian Lays, to find
oursalves with God and the brothers.

Teking into condderation this grace time, the members of the Claretian Lays
Movement (CLM) Genera Council have hold met & Madrid, during January 31th and
February 1th to 4", in order to revising the course of our lovely Movement and programming
the activities for the next four years, time period in which we are in charge of encouraging
the Movement and to make the programm to succeed.

The meeting has given to us the opportunity for knowing oursdves persondly and for
cregting fraterna lassos that will make easy the work in team and to accomplish the task you
have encommended to us. We are conscious that our personal effort does not serve for
anything if thereis not afirm collaboration by dl the people who form the Movement.

With great joy we announce to you that on December 28, 2003, the group JUCLA,
from the Bolivia Region, has been admitted in the Movement. The group is made up of
nineteen young persons who have been in the discernment process for three years with the
advice of F. José Antonio de Abgo cmif.

More good news from Sri-Lanka (Jaffing): F.L. Xavier cmf. has communicated us
about a group formed by seven persons who has been working with him during the last six
months and are interested in to be part of the CLM. At Montred too, a group of five persons
has just initiated to discern if they have receved the vocation for the misson that the
claretian lays do. The advisory of thisgroup is F. Jean Louis Dubois cmf.

During the VI Genera Assembly those present were aware that there is a lack of
information a the leve of the Genera Council, on the Claretian lays who conditute the
different groups’communities. During the Assembly, severa Regions informed about the
groups that exig in its Region and the number of members who form it; however, they did



not give their persond data. By this reason, we ask you send to this Secretariat the printout
of the groups, with the personal data of each member. You know that, at least once per
annum, it is neccesary to send thisinformation update.

Since the Movement is extending to other countries in which the Spanish is not the
officid language, the Assembly conddered very necessty —we would say indispensable- to
st up a trandators Commisson that would be in charge of trandating the documents and the
vocation training materids to other languages, in order to make easer the integration in the
Movement of non Spanish spesking Claretian Lays. For_that, we ask to the Regional
Councils and Groups without Regions to_make a poll among the Claretian Lays of her
repectives places who could take part in this commisson, specifying the language in which
they could collaborate and communicate it subsequently to this Secretariat.

Another of the aspects that was consdered very important in the Assembly referred
to the utilization of Internet as a communication tool. Therefore, we invite all the Regional
Councils and Groups without Region to, as far as possble, provide this General
Secretariat with an éectronic address for sending the mail. We hope you will send it
as soon as possible.

Those present in the Assembly proposed to give a greater rol to the web ste of the
Movement, that is should be used to cover other needs of communications and spreading the
Movement. Among other things the posshility of publishing in our web gdte the CLM
Bulletin, as well as news and communications of the Regions was conddered. By this
reason, we please ask you send to the General Council all the news and communications
that you wish to be published in the web site. The council will take care for sending it to
the person who is in charge of the page. In connection with this matter we want to ingst that
if we want to have a web dte with life, it will be neccesary to count with more persons in
the Internet Commisson. We kindly ask for the collaboration of Claretian Lays experts on
informatic and able to render this service. Please tdl me the name and eectronic address of
these persons.

One of the topic that deserved much atention in the meeting of the Council and that
worried to us was the one connected with the contract of a person to work part-time, to take
cae of the Movement promotion. Firs of adl we andysed the functions that this person
coud cary out and whether the Movement could afford this contract, legd and
economicaly. In order to act with the highest possble safety, it seemed necessary to come
into contact with an expert on labor matter in order to be informed. According to the
received data, the wished contract entalls a great ded of expenditures, doligatory steps and
accountant expenses that, for the moment, the Movement lacks the required resources.
Among other things, it would be necessary to contract an agency or to create a Claretian
Lays Commisson expert on these subjects for gedtionating these tasks. Likewise, the
contract should be done, according to the current legidation, as “Administrative Assigtant”,
legaly protected under the Agreement of Office and Despatch, that it would cost 4.286
eurosyear, including sdary plus Socia Security. To this amount, it would be necessary to
add the expenses that would entall the activity for the Movement promotion.

In view of these data and teking into account the income of the CLM and the
functioning expenses, the Council condders that for the time being the above contract is not



possible to carry out. Neverthdess, in the case that, in the future, the administrative matters
could be resolved and the income of the Movement were higher, we would study again the
proposa of the Assembly.

Enclosad herewith please find the Working Plan of the Council for the next four
years, we ask you to receive it with affection and to include in your group projects the
porposas that refer to the groups’communities. Likewise we ask you to receive with joy and
dligence every information demands we may ask for, dnce this information will be very
vauable to bring about certain projects.

Findly, we tdl you that taking advantage of our day in Madrid, on Sunday
February 1, we got together a Lourdes and Arturo home (a marimony of Claretian Lays
belonging to the Clip group) severd members of the CCLL from Madrid, Clip and Old
Pupil being present, what dlowed us to share a while of fraterna living together and to get
direct information from these groups.

You will receive soon news from the Vocationd training and Economy Secretariat.
That the Mary Heart accompannies us dways and the Claret spirit join us with true love
lassos.

Fraerndly,

Crigina Martinez Benavides
Genegrd Secretariat of the CLM.



